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Jaﬂm 3; 1947,
Veur Ed-

WE returned from Uhlcago aumd parts south yesterday, and our train, let
me tell you, had no easy time of it, with half the telephons pxiku poles
strewn on the tracks betmeen Chicggo and Janesville. While some stuff out
of the sutoclave is ccoling I'1l try to bring you up to date.

3o far, no attempts to produce Cl mutants. iy comments on Y-132 may have
been somewhat exaggerated, put I'm certain it's pot glycineless. fnclosed is
a carbon copy of the #W- cutture iist, I assume you wiil continue tc¢ record
soms of your interesting mutanta in the I series. I will get around to sending
the cultures not already shipped briefly, unless you suggest contrariwise.
While the purpose of seanding them is that they may ultimately be freely available,
most important in my mind was the gecurity agsinst loss that it provided,
whether you put uthem in lyophil or no. If it's too much bother say so, and
I'i1l held off on everything# except the most vital.

On the Jlast run attempts to isclate two products froam a zygote by plating
aixtures on synbbhatic E¥B agur (malsose) were uwite successful, a fairly
large number of colonies with #al- and walf components being found. ©ince there
is a defintis and rather remarkable correlation between the £ and -~ ccapoms nts
the “duplex" colounies are not merely random conjunction of independent segregants.
A rather definite interference pattern a la iindegren 1s suggested, which as
expected, mux<es ths mup only 3 rough first approximstion,

You asred sbout some chemicals., It's poseible that in the rush of packing
I put away some things that * should better not have. However, the supply of
the enzymes left is so amali that to split them wlll leave nothing for either
of us. Ribonuclease, I am told, is readily available at a reasonable price from
armour and Yo., and I am geing to write to ~askowskl for desoxyribonuclisass,
and will split with you whatever I do get. I'll send what I can of McCarty's
prep prontos- lookdng at it now there dis more than'd theught. I took only
about 100 mg. of alpha-ketoglutaric, so you ought to have a couple of grams
of that around the lab. Vo, the isocitrate dimethyl lactone. Look on Dave's
zhemical shelf and in the drawer of my old desk. I don't have enocugh left of
either hers to do you much good, but let me know if the situation is desparate.
Ochoa oughy to be able to do handsomely by you.

#e peardd a lop of gossip around the meetings of course, but none was more
startling than the news that you were golng back to Stanford® After all the
blood and sweat at Yale! Hus Dave decided on his plans? I don's dare ask you
the "ingide" dope, but of course I do hope you'll be getting everything you want
at PA and not merely the climate. Your recent snowstoram should have been snough
to convince anyomes, of courasse.

uindegren is at Carbondale, Ill., nowp as head of the "“ept. Biological Hesearch®
where he may be able to do his research in piece. Had a lomg, interesting talk
with him on the train. Jerry wondered if you were sore at them about Reaums's
fellowship, and inaisted that they had nothing to do with that.
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They have had an ihmst indefensible attitude about giving cut strains, but they

both imply purning over a new leaf and that they will be distributing "key" culture
as soon as they can after setting up at the U, of 30, i1l. Their pantothenate
story sounds more }iko selection than ever, although Carl is mors then eber con-
vinced that it isn t! ‘lhe juestioniis atill open. At any rats it is a2 mutation

but not to "wlid" type, crosses of reverted with wild type giving occaslonal

3:) asci in a #endslizing pedigres.

Sol is finally convinced (as L am) that we don't know enough about segregation
in yeast to druw conclusalons of cytpplasmic inheritance from crossas, as yet.
He is doing an interesting job on a red yeast which he says he isolated from
mustard-trested cultures, and which is apnarently very similar to “haldon's,
Considering ithe furor that that culture is causing, perhaps it would have been
better for it to have been thrown out as & contahhnant, as so imorovidently sug
gestad by myself.

Ssilard is bullding hiwself & neat &ab. at the UOLC in the socailed iophyskes
Institus. Leo is no idiot, and I thin< is £inally leurning enough biology that he
turn out some good work, especially with ihe help of his junior associate, an
organic chemist named ~aron Novick, who looks like an extremely capable fellow
and is learning phage, genetics, and whatnot at a great rate,

Had & talk with Hubin-— I don't think he has a project, and if he does phage
resistance looks like the most sultable characterg/ at the moment so I referred
him tc Evelyn witkin.

s 3.0tone gave me the latest details on their selection experiments and I
am inclined to think thut they have been inducing mutations with irradiated broth.

The main bone of conetntion: the specificity of the mutatlons induced isno longer
mebtionsd,

dol und his crew are of coursa looking for a job for next year. I suggested
to John Reiner that he ldck you up re work at Jtanford. I don't know anything of
his lab work, but talking with him I think he has all of Spiegelman’s talente
plus conslderably mpre cautioa and circumspection. 3ol hinted vagualy at something
in dinnesota {or rather everyone else but 50l did) so probubly he's fixing a deal.

sitkin complains that aost of her mutants are not reveriing properly, the num-
ner of reversions being out pf proportion to the population inoculated.Probably
mostly dus to minute amounts of grwoth factors in her modium.d

I'm looking out now for a studdnt or two next Fall, to work in bacterial
genetics- the Phytomonas preblem for example, If you run across anyone really
capable that for any reason (stated) you don t want to grab yoursslf, let me know.

1 haven't done anything more that you don't know about. %o c~1 runs. How about
your transform expts? I hopo to be able to prepare some extracts in the next few
days. You have the method { used last 3pring, do you not?
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:hab'a about the whole story, except that our Ipring Recess here will
be from Sab. “pr. 17 through Sua. Apr. 25. any date during the week of the
18th will do for my oral as far as [ am concerned, praferable sbout Vednesday

Am an. T harns thia will ha gatiafnatan
L* 7 vy olo I‘v’d AN Tr dpdedis SA%F AFus WulhoPd L% WA

Best ilegeddsy

y ioinqgrely,

Josh.




